PREFACE
TO THE FIRST EDITION
This book is an attempt to study Mahatma Gandhi's Political
Philosophy including his technique of resisting injustice and
abuse of power and of effecting social change. The study is in
the context of his philosophy of life. The history of the move-
ments of non-violent resistance led by Gandhiji and others is
outside the scope of this book. I have 'also omitted any detailed
account of the historical setting in which Gandhiji developed
his theory. This has been necessary because of considerations
of space, but this omission has, I trust, the saving grace of
letting Gandhiji's Political Philosophy stand out in relief. My
desire not to overburden the treatment with historical details
has been also due to the conviction that the circumstances of
the time of the birth and growth of the theory are not neces-
sarily the test of its validity.
I wrote the book as a thesis for the Ph. D. degree during
1939-41 and am grateful to the authorities of the Lucknow Uni-
versity for permitting me to publish it. In revising it for publi-
cation I have made use of Gandhiji's writings and other relevant
literature published after 1941. For encouragement and
valuable suggestions I am deeply indebted to Sir S. Radha-
krishnan, Dr. V. S. Ram, Professor and Head of the Department
of Political Science, Lucknow University, and Dr. E. Asirvatham,
Head of the Department of Politics and Public Administration,
Madras University. I am grateful to Mr. V. K. N. Menon, Reader
in Political Science, and Mr. D. P. Mukerji, Reader in Economics
and Sociology, of the Lucknow University. Both of them gave
me generously of their time, read the MSS. with minute care
and suggested many valuable clarifications of thought and
expression. I am obliged to Mr. P. G. Narayana, formerly Head
of the Department of English in the Lakhaoti College, for his
keen interest in the book and for many improvements which he
suggested. I also wish to express my gratitude to Syt. K. M.
Munshi for very kindly making arrangements for the publica-
tion of the book. For help given through books and literature
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